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Pitcairners Take 
Stand Against Bill 

SOCIETY RESOLUTION OPPOSES GOVERNMENT PLAN FOR NORFOLK 
AND ASKS FOUR BASIC CHANGES; PUBLIC MEETING CALLED PAGES 3-6 


UNITED NATIONS 


ALERTED 


PAGES 9-10 


NORFOLK RESIDENTS HAVE THE RIGHT TO DECIDE 
THEIR OWN FUTURE, U.N. ASSOCIATION SAYS 


Australia Claims 
Norfolk Seas 


PAGES 26, 28-30 


COUNCIL TOLD ThAT BENEFITS FROM 
NORFOLK OCEAN ZONE WILL BE USED 
FOR THE BEST INTEREST OF AUSTRALIA 


EDITORIAL 


PAGE 27 


PLUS: 


WHAT COUNCILLORS BLUCHER, 
McIntyre, Mackenzie and snell 
TOLD THE PEOPLE SHORTLY BEFORE 
THEY WERE RE-ELECTED 


VISIT OF SHADOW MINISTER....NEWS FROM OTHER ISLANDS...SOME NORFOLK 
GHOSTS...HELEN PAYNE'S RECIPES...GOOD WINES "IN BOND"...HOW THE 
ISLAND CELEBRATED THE HOLIDAYS, IN THE NEWSY "LETTER FROM HOME" 








COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We in hard to find because we're back In behind 
other shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1,000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 

those elsewhere. 

bur shop Is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage. In a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish* 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Jaylor's Road from 
Four Corners shop* If:you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES, 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL IEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
.. NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 


REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 

TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 





Pitcairners oppose bill 


THE SOCIETY of Descendants of 
:he Pitcairn Settlers formally re¬ 
vived on January 8th to oppose the 
Norfolk Island Bill 1978 in its pres¬ 
ent form, and to ask the Australian 
Parliament to make major changes 
n the Bill. 

The resolution is the first definite 
;tand taken towards the Norfolk Island 
Jill by any major body on the Island. 
Council took a neutral position at its 
December 13th meeting, with Presi¬ 
dent of Committees Bill Blucher 
simply reading out a precis of the 
Bill. At the January 10th Council 
meeting there was no discussion of 
the Bill, out of "courtesy and fair¬ 
ness" to two Councillors who were 
away on trips, and to electors who 
may have put views to them. 

The Society's resolution, oppos¬ 
ing the Bill, was passed unanimous¬ 
ly January 8th. Members present at 
the meeting started canvassing all 
other members the following day to 
make them aware of the resolution 
and to make sure there was no sub¬ 
stantial disagreement to the move. 

The Society also called a public 
meeting of all Norfolk electors for 
Tuesday January 16th to discuss the 
Island's future government, and has 
Invited electors who are not Society 
members to say so if they think the 
Society is "barking up the wrong 
tree". 

An Advertisement announcing the 
public meeting appears later in this 
issue. 

The Society's action follows Six 
weeks of studying and discussing the 
Bill, which was introduced in the 
Australian Parliament with Govern¬ 
ment support on November 23rd. 

Members of the Society question-, 
ed Norfolk Island Councillors about 
the Bill for some .four hours at anjeet- 
ing in December. 

Tii^Society's resolution says that 
the Btll will "deprive the people of 
Norfolk Island of entitlements and 
rights.which are justly theirs" and 
asks the Australian Parliament to 
make four basic changes in the Bill. 

The four changes which the So¬ 
ciety considers essential are: 

• Norfolk should be acknowledged 

td;j%$£ homeland of the Pitcairn 
Race. * 

• The Island's separate and dis- 


tlnct status should be re-confirmed, 
and the surrounding ocean zone 
should be recognised as belonging 
to Norfolk. 

• The right of consent by Norfolk 
electors should be acknowledged on 
any new constitution for the Island, 
or any future changes to It. 

^Norfolk should have sole right 
to raise taxes locally, and to spend 
any money raised locally. 

Three developments in December 
helped crystallise the Pitcairners' 
attitude towards the Bill. 

• An officer of the United Nations 
Association of Australia, which 
prepared a major report on the Nor¬ 
folk situation early last year, in¬ 
formed Society President Ken Nobbs 
that if the Norfolk Island Bill appear¬ 
ed to be generally satisfactory to 
the Island, and was passed into law, 
the Association would have no fur¬ 
ther need to be concerned about a 
conflict between Australia and Nor¬ 
folk. 


Whereas the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 
has been introduced in the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament, with the support 
of the Australian Government, 
proposing a new form of constitu¬ 
tion for the governing of Norfolk 
island, and 
,v Whereas the said Bill will deprive ^ 

- uhe pe&pjfe flf Norfolk Island of en- 
t titlemenfs and rights which are just- 
• ly theirs, 

OrDESCENDANTS 
OF TfStE PtT£?AIRN SETTLERS, 
whose homeland Norfolk Island is, 
HEREBY RESOLVES that it opposes 
the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 in its 
present form, and asks the Aust¬ 
ralian 

Bill so as to inco^rate the follow¬ 
ing changes which the Society con- 
x siders to be esseimial: * 

4 1, That N^fol^Isitod t^uld be 

recogpised&nd formailjwiA-c,on- 
firmed as the homeland of die 
Pitcairn race, which it has been 
since 1856/ and that Australia 
should acknowledge that it has no 
right to deprive persons of Pitcairn 
descent of full freedom to live in 
t their homeland; and that any re- 


• The U.N. Association's Feder¬ 
al Executive notified hon. R.J. 
Ellicott, the Australian Minister 
responsible for Norfolk, that it re¬ 
garded the Norfolk Island Bill as a 
step towards de-colonising the Isl¬ 
and, but was concerned about seven 
aspects of the Bill. The Association 
has relayed its position to the United 
Nations and to the U.N's Committee 
of 24 on De-colonisation. 

• Mr. Ellicott replied to a Novem¬ 
ber |e.tter.from the Society, asking 
him to support the principle of gov¬ 
ernment only with the consent of 
the governed. Mr. Ellicott’s re¬ 
ply ignored the question, and in¬ 
dicated that Australia does not in¬ 
tend to budge from its intention to 
set up a new kind of government 

for the Island without any local act 
of consent. 

The Society's November letter 
to Mr. Ellicott enclosed a resolu¬ 
tion members had passed on Nov¬ 
ember 6th, and asked Mr. Ellicott 


made only by a representative 
body elected solely by the elec¬ 
tors of the Island. 

2. That Norfolk Island's existing 

status as a Separate and Distinct 
settlement in the British Common¬ 
wealth, which was established by 
the British Government in 1856, 
should be formally recognised and 
re-confirmed; and that Norfolk 
Island should W dealt with as 

if it Were an Australian Possession; 
and that the sea and seabed sur¬ 
rounding Norfolk Island should be 
recognised as belonging to Norfolk 
Island, to the same distance and 
in the same manner as is generally 
thought right for inhabited islands 
elsewhere in die world. 

3. of Norfolk 
Islandshould be formally acknow¬ 
ledged to possess me right to give 
consent, or withhold consent, on 
any constitution for the Island and 
on any changi thereto. 

4. That Norfolk Island should be 
formally acknowledged to have the 
sole right to determine how such 
moneys raised^on the Island shall 
be^p|m, ; .thm|gb a representative 
body jb*ecie<f safely by the electors 
of the Island. ' 


striction of thfo freedomtshould be 
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FULL TEXT OF THE PITCAIRN SOCIETY'S JANUARY 8TH 
RESOLUTION ASKING MAJOR CHANGES IN THE BILL 
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if he would either support it or 
nelp the Society understand why 
the resolution was unreasonable. 

The November 6th resolution 
read as follows: - 

“ Having regard to these facts - 

"1. That the Australian Government 
Minister responsible for Norfolk Island, 
Hon. R.J. Ellicott, has announced 
that he expects to table in the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament, in late November 
or early December, a Bill to re-con- 
stitute the form of government on 
Norfolk Island, and 
"2. That Mr. Ellicott stated in his 
official announcement of May 8th, 

1978 that there was scope for "con¬ 
sultation and collaboration with the 
Norfolk Island community and its 
elected representatives" concerning 
the Island’s future form of govern¬ 
ment, and that he hoped to "see 
that consultation and collaboration 
commence immediately ", and 
"3. That there has been no consul¬ 
tation or collaboration with the Nor¬ 
folk Island community since then* 
and that any such consultation and 
collaboration has been actively pre¬ 
vented by Mr. Ellicott requiring 
members of the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil to observe complete secrecy con¬ 
cerning any discussions with him to 
consider the Island’s future form of 
government, and 

"4. That it is a fundamental prin¬ 
ciple of British justice that British 
subjects are not legitimately govern¬ 
ed except by a government establish¬ 
ed with their expressed consent, and 
" 5. That the Norfolk Island Council 
has no authority to bind its electors 
to new constitutional arrangements, 
any more than the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment has authority to amend the 
Australian Constitution without the 
consent of the electors in Australia, 
and 

"6. That whilst it may be thought 
that the Australian Government may 
fairly arrive at agreements with prim¬ 
itive peoples through negotiations 
with their tribal "head men", the 
people of Norfolk Island have been 
thoroughly familiar with democratic 
processes, written constitutions, 
representative government and refer - 
endums for well over a century, and 
are not only capable but entitled to 
express their own consent authorising 
constitutional changes, and 
"7. That we regard it as inappro¬ 
priate that the Australian Parliament 
should be asked to commit the Aust¬ 
ralian Government to new constitution¬ 
al arrangements for Norfolk Island 
without knowing in advance that those 
arrangements have been formally ac¬ 
cepted by die people of Norfolk Island. 


“The Society of Descendants of the 

Pitcairn Settlers, being the principal 

organisation of the Pitcairn race, 
whose families constitute more than 
half of the population of Norfolk Island 
and whose homeland Norfolk Island is, 
" HEREBY RESOLVES 

"THAT no bill providing new con¬ 
stitutional arrangements for Norfolk 
Island should be tabled in the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament until those arrange¬ 
ments have been given the consent 
of the majority of electors of Norfolk 
Island, and 

"THAT Ms Society will not regard 
any form of Norfolk Island government 
as being fully legitimate unless it has 
received the formal consent of the ma¬ 
jority of the electors to be governed. " 


Mr. Ellicott’s response to the Nov¬ 
ember resolution was received by the 
Society late in December. It read: - 

"1 refer to your letter of 8 November 
1978 and to die resolution of the So¬ 
ciety of Descendants of the Pitcairn 
Settlers about the proposals for future 
government of Norfolk Island. 

"When I announced, on 8 May, the 
decisions that the Government had 
taken on its policies for Norfolk Island 
I stated that the Government had 
authorised me to discuss with Council 
the precise constitutional provisions 
to give effect to the Government’s 
proposals and other matters such as 
financial arrangements. 

"Following that announcement I 
have had several long and fruitful 
discussions with Council. The Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill 1978 which was in¬ 
troduced into Parliament on 23 Nov¬ 
ember was drafted with the fullest 
co-operation of Council and adopts 
many of the suggestions of Council 
which were put forward during our 
discussions. 

"Now that the Bill has been tabled 
the Norfolk Island community will bd 
better able to perceive and discuss the 
proposed changes. Copies of the Bill, 
the Explanatory Memorandum (which 
explains the Bill clause by clause) 
and die second reading speech have 
been made available on the Island to 
assist residents in this regard. 

"As mentioned in the second read¬ 
ing speech, it is the Government’s 
intention that the Bill lie on die 
table until the next sittings of Parlia¬ 
ment. This will provide an opportun¬ 
ity for public discussion and for 
Council to indicate any views that it 
may have on pardcular matters. The 
Government will then consider whe¬ 
ther there is a need for any amend¬ 
ments in the light of any representa¬ 
tions it receives. 

"Yours sincerely, 

"Bob Ellicott" 



H 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


PUBLIC MEETING 


RAWSON HALL 
Tuesday Jan. 16th 8pm 


A responsible officer of the United Nations Association of 
Australia (UNAA) has advised that if the Norfolk Island Bill 
is passed in its present form, the U.N.A. A, will be able 
to do little or nothing for Norfolk Island in the future. This 
is because the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 sets out an arrange¬ 
ment for Norfolk Island as an internal domestic Australian 
place. Australia can then, on the passage of the Bill, ad¬ 
vertise to the world that it has begun fulfilling its obliga¬ 
tion to ’decolonise’ Norfolk Island. This is a deliberate 


distortion of truth! What Australia is doing is introducing 
the Nimmo recommendations through the back door. 

The Norfolk Island Bill 1978 effectively integrates Norfolk 
Island into the Australian system. 

"LEFT TO THEMSELVES, THINGS GO FROM BAD TO 
WORSE," (Murphy’s Law) 

Left to itself, the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 in its present 
form will make things go from bad to worse. 


LET’S LOOK AT S EVEN 
S HORTCOMINGS’OF THE 

NORFOLK ISLAND BILL 
AS EXPRESSED BY THE 
UNITED NATIONS AS* 
SOC1ATION OF AUSTRALIA 



B There is no procedure for an appropriate act of Self 
Determination. 

B There is no provision for Norfolk Island to be able to 
communicate directly to the Australian Parliament. 

B There is no assurance die Bill may not be changed la* 
ter by a different Government. 

B It is paternalistic for Australia to control Norfolk Island 
revenues and Public Service. 

B Norfolk Island does not control health. Social Welfare 
legislation and Land Use. 

B There is no provision for Norfolk Island to take part in 
South Pacific organisations such as the South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence. 

B There is no definite plan for Norfolk Island to 
progress toward real self-government, in free association 
with Australia. 


NOW LOOK AT SOME OF 
THE SHORTCOMINGS OF 
T HE blLL THROUGH THE 

EYES OF A PITCAIRN 

DESCENDANT -- USING 
THE OBJECTIVES OF THE 

SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS 

OF THE PITCAIRN SETTLE RS 

AS HEADINGS 


1 

2 

3 


B To promote knowledge of the terms accepted by the Pit¬ 
cairners in re-settling on Norfolk Island. 

Mr. Ellicott has not recognised these at all. The only time 
he has said anything on this matter was in Council last 
March when he said "that is digging up the past in a way 
that is not helpful just now". 

B To defend Norfolk's system of self-help and self-re¬ 
liance. 

The Bill says the Commonwealth has full control over So¬ 
cial Welfare benefits and systems on Norfolk Island. There 
will be "consultation" with the Assembly, but Australia is 
to have full power to decide. 

B To regain Self-Government as on Pitcairn..... 

The Norfolk Island Bill sets up a Norfolk Island Government 
that is ’telf-governing" an roads, drains, street lights etc. 
All important government matters will be under the Aust- 


(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
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ralian Governments control* 

■ No power or authority for anyone without the consent 
of the majority..... 

The Bill, if passed, will givfc almost ALL real power to the 
Australian Parliament and civil servants who are not elect¬ 
ed or chosen by Norfolk Island. 

M To ward off expenses Norfolk Island may not be able to 
support. 

The Bill will allow Australia to require Norfolk Island to 
spend money, whether the people of Norfolk Island believe 
they can afford it or not. The Legislative Assembly costs 
alone will add something estimated at $100, 000 to Norfolk 
Island's existing local costs. Norfolk Island will have no 
control over these salaries and costs. 

■ Absolute right of immigration for Pitcairn descendants, 

up to two generations. 

The Bill says nothing about this. Mr. Ellicott in May 
mentioned ,# the special relationship of the Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants with the Island, its traditions and culture" but he did 
not say what that relationship is, and no safeguards or part¬ 
icular rights of any kind are planned for the Pitcairn de¬ 
scendants. Legally, the Bill ends Norfolk Island as the 
homeland of the Pitcairn race; Pitcairners are to be treat¬ 
ed just like any new Australian or New Zealand or other 
nationality applicant for residency. 

■ Support Council, unless Council conflicts with above 

objectives. 

Council has not supported the above objectives, so far as 
can be seen. Council and the Society seem to be on differ¬ 
ent path3 at the moment. 


How do you feel about the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 ? 

HOW MUCH DOES NORFOLK 
MEAN TO YOU? 

Perhaps you believe the Society of Descendants of die Pit¬ 
cairn Settlers in opposing die Bill Is barking up die wrong 
tree. If so, they'd like to hear about it. 

Please come to the Public Meeting on Tuesday night - 
16th January, 1979 - and be prepared to 

Make a stand - 

NORFOLK for NORFOLK or 

NORFOLK for AUSTRALIA? 


This Public Meeting is being called by the Society of De¬ 
scendants of the Pitcairn Settlers but to assure impartiality 
a Chairman will be elected after the rules of order have 
been agreed upon at the commencement of the meeting. 


ADVERTISEMENT PLACED BY SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS OF THE PITCAIRN SETTLERS 








NORFOLK'S COLONIAL SITUATION GOES TO THE U.N. AGAIN - THIS TIME THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR 


U.N.A.A. 

THE UNITED NATIONS Association 
of Australia has taken formal steps 
to bring Norfolk Island’s situation to 
the attention of the United Nations 
and the UN’s Committee on De¬ 
colonisation. 

The Association's Federal Execu¬ 
tive acted in December to imple¬ 
ment a new report by Mr. John Bul- 
beck. 

The World Federation of United 
Nations Association in New York has 
been asked to alert the UN and the 
Committee of 24 to the implications 
of the Norfolk Island Bill, which was 
introduced in the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment in November. 

The Association has written to 
Hon. R.J. Ellicott saying that it re¬ 
gards die Bill as a significant "step 
in the decolonising of Norfolk Island" 
but believes the "draft legislation" 
should be extensively changed, "in 
the best interests of both the people 
of Norfolk Island and of Australia's 
position in the international com¬ 
munity. " 

The Association report repeat* its 
previous assertion diat Australia 
should honour its international obli¬ 
gations by - 

• "Abandoning the pretence that 
Norfolk Island is part of metropoli¬ 
tan Australia” and 

• "Taking steps to convert the 
Island from the status of a non-self- 
governing territory to a self-govern¬ 
ing territory in some form of free 
association with Australia." 

The report deals with seven de¬ 
ficiencies in the Bill. 

The first of these is the absence 
of any provision for an act of self- 
determination by the people of Nor¬ 
folk. 

The second is the absence of any 
provision for allowing Norfolk to have 
a voice in the Australian Parliament. 

Mr. Bulbeck told The News that 
the Association is aware of strong 
resistance on Norfolk to having a 
member of Parliament representing 
the Island. He said that there were 
other means of assuring that Norfolk's 
views are heard when Parliament 
deals with matters affecting the Island. 

As one possibility he mentioned 
a system in which the Norfolk Assem¬ 
bly might be able to send messages 
directly to the Speaker of the House, 
who would be bound to bring them 
to Parliament's notice. 

The United Nations Association’s 
Federal Executive discussed Mr. Bui- 


Alerts United 

beck’s new report in detail before 
voting to write Mr. Ellicott and to 
communicate directly to the U. N. 
and the Committee of 24. through 
the World Federation of United Na¬ 
tions Associations. 

Mr. Bulbeck’s report, dated De¬ 
cember 1978, reads as follows:- 

"The Minister for Home Affairs, 

Hon. R.J. Ellicott, Q.C., M.P., 
has tabled in Federal Parliament 
the NORFOLK ISLAND BILL 1978, 
proposing a new constitutional re¬ 
lationship which gives the people 
of Norfolk Island a limited measure 
of self-government. 

"As such it is a significant step 
in the decolonising of Norfolk Island 
and, 1 consider, merits the approval 
of the UNAA. 

"However in some respects the Bill 
is disappointing as is die procedure 
to be followed of leaving the Bill on 
the table of Parliament over the sum¬ 
mer recess whilst inviting comment 
from interested parties. 

"The major features of the Bill 
are that it sets up die following con¬ 
stitutional structures; 

. A Legislative Assembly of nine 
members to be elected by the 
registered voters among the 1600 ; 

or so people of Norfolk Island. 

.An Executive Council of a size j 
to be determined by the Assem- 

. bly and elected from within the 
Assembly. 

.An Administration headed and 
controlled by an Australian Gov¬ 
ernment-appointed Administra¬ 
tor and Deputy Administrator. 

H .. A Norfolk Island Supreme Court * 
on, it is presumed, the same 
lines as the present Norfolk Island 
Supreme Court. 

"It then sets up the following divi¬ 
sion of powers; 

"1. To the Legislative Assembly; 
complete powers over a list of 
42 matters of a local govern¬ 
ment or municipal nature, in¬ 
cluding the raising of revenues, 
specified In a schedule to the Bill. 

"2. To the Administrator; veto pow¬ 
ers in four specific areas set out 
in another schedule. These are: 
fishing, customs, immigration 
and education. 

"3. To Australia, through the Gov¬ 
ernor General and the Minister; 
all other powers. 

"There are complex procedures 


Nations 

for legislative powers to be exer¬ 
cised by way of Ordinances and 
proposed Ordinances which in turn 
must be presented for the assent of 
the Administrator and/or the plea¬ 
sure of the Governor-General who 
may disallow it within six months 
or under other conditions. In some 
cases the Australian Parliament has 
the final say by the procedure of 
disallowance within 15 days after 
tabling in Parliament. 

It will be recalled that the con¬ 
cern of the UNAA was that as em¬ 
bodied in the Report, "Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, Australia and the U»N, Vol. 1."" 
Australia meet its international ob¬ 
ligations by 

".. Abandoning the pretence that 
Norfolk Island is part of met¬ 
ropolitan Australia; and 
"«. Taking steps to convert the 
Island from the status of a 
non-self-governing territory 
to a self-governing territory 
in some form of free associa¬ 
tion with Australia. 

"The Bill makes tentative steps 
in this direction and its authors - 
the Minister for Home Affairs in 
closed-session consultations with 
the current Norfolk Island Council - 
are to be commended for this. 

*Neveftheless the ideal situation 
has not yet been achieved. 

'Tn this context it is significant 
that: 

"a) The Bill makes no provision 
for its ratification by an appro¬ 
priate act of self-determination 
on the part of the people of the 
Island. 

"The Minister has only indicated 
that comments from interested 
parties, including Islanders, will 
be considered and amendments 
may be made before the Parlia¬ 
ment moves on the^Biil next year. 
"b> Though Australia asserts its 
hegemony, over the Island and 
therefore obviously has sotne spe¬ 
cial interest in it; and although 
the Parliament has power to 
override the exercise of any arbi¬ 
trary power by the bureaucrats 
and/br the Minister and Cabinet, 
the Bill makes no provision for 
, the people of the Island Xo be 
given a separate voice in die 
Australian Parliament so their in¬ 
terests can be spoken for. In this 
sense the Bill gives more weight 
to protecting Australia’s interests 
than to protecting the interests 
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of the people of Norfolk Island as 
they see them, 

M c) There is no provision for pro¬ 
tection against the repeal or other < 
forms of legislative degradation of 
the proposed new status of the 
Island by a future government of 
whatever colour. 

M d) Control over the revenues 
raised by the Norfolk Island Legis¬ 
lative Assembly from among the 
people of Norfolk Island and con¬ 
trol of the Norfolk Island Public 
Service appears in the Bill to re¬ 
main firmly in the hands of the 
Australian-appointed administra¬ 
tor and/or the Minister. This 
could be interpreted in internation¬ 
al circles as a paternalistic dis¬ 
trust of the ability of the Island's 
elected leaders to be sufficiently 
responsible. 

"e) The Bill, somewhat surpris¬ 
ingly, makes no reference in the 
schedule of powers over which 
Norfolk Island people are to have 
legislative and executive control 
to matters of health, social wel¬ 
fare and .land use. 

"f) There is no provision in the 
legislation for the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island to play an active role 
in the development of the South 
Pacific through direct representa¬ 
tion in some form in regional 
forums such as the South Pacific 
Commission and/or the South 
Pacific Forum. 

"g) There Is no clear indication 
of the direction of the future poli¬ 
tical development of the Island 
as a territory. 

"From the pragmatic viewpoint 
that politics is the art of the possible 
in a given climate at a given time, 
it Is understandable that the pro¬ 
posed legislation brought forth is 
less than perfect in areas such as 
those outlined. 

"Nevertheless it would, I suggest, 
behove the U.N. A. A. in recognis¬ 
ing the extent of the achievement 
so far, to take appropriate steps al¬ 
so to press for improvements whilst 
ensuring the gains made so far can¬ 
not be readily degraded. 

"To this end I would recommend 
that: 

"1. The U.N.A.A. convey to 
the Minister for Home Affairs 
and the Parliament: 

"a) its appreciation of this sig¬ 
nificant steps in the de- 
colonising of Norfolk Island; 
and 

"b) its views on improving the 
draft legislation tabled in 
the Parliament in the best 
interests of both the people 


of Norfolk Island and of 
Australia's position in the 
international community„ 

: And, f 

’2. Report the situation with re¬ 
gard to Norfolk Island to the 


THE "SPECIAL Committee of 24 on 
Decolonization" is the main United 
Nations body dealing with the pro¬ 
gress towards self-determination of 
peoples who are still under colonial 
rule. 

It meets for nine months of the 
year. Its three-months break has 
just ended, and the Committee be¬ 
gins its work for 1979 this month. 

Communications addressed to 
the Committee by individuals or 
groups such as the World Federa¬ 
tion of United Nations Associations 
are examined by a sub-committee. 

It decides whether or not they 
should be circulated as official docu¬ 
ments for the Committee's considera¬ 
tion. 

The Committee's consideration of 
a particular matter normally starts 
with a debate, in which the 24 mem¬ 
ber countries can express their gov¬ 
ernments' views. 

Australia is one of the 24 mem¬ 
bers. Australia's policy has been 
to acknowledge Papua New Guinea 
and the Cocos Islands as being non- 
self-governing territories. But it 
maintains that Norfolk Island is a 
part of "metropolitan Australia" 
and is not a non-self-governing 
territory, in the United Nations 
sense. 

The extensive report on Norfolk 
prepared by the United Nations 
Association of Australia early in 
1978 says that Australia's position 
on this point is not sustainable "on 
moral, legal, political or socio¬ 


World Federation of United Na¬ 
tions Associations (WFUNA) and 
request that the developments 
be brought to the attention of 
the United Nations and in parti¬ 
cular the Committee of 24." 


logical grounds".* 

If the Norfolk situation is accept¬ 
ed as an official matter for the 
Committee's consideration, Aust¬ 
ralia will put its view, and other 
members will put theirs. 

After debate the Norfolk situa¬ 
tion would be the subject of a resolu¬ 
tion by the Committee - although 
it could be referred to a sub-com¬ 
mittee for examination first. 

At the end of each year the Com¬ 
mittee gives the General Assembly 
of the U.N. a full report on every¬ 
thing it has done during the year. 

The General Assembly makes 
an annual review of how non-self- 
governing territories are progress¬ 
ing towards self-determination, 
and how fully the U.N. "Declara¬ 
tion on the granting of indepen¬ 
dence to colonial countries and 
peoples", which was adopted in 
1960, is being honoured by U.N. 
members. 

The Declaration states that "all 
peoples have the right to self- 
determination". 

Self-determination for the 
people of Norfolk Island would 
mean that the Island's residents 
would have the right to decide for 

themselves, by discussion and secret 
ballot, whether Norfolk should be in¬ 
tegrated into Australia, or be inde¬ 
pendent, or be "in free association" 
with Australia on terms that both 
Australia and Norfolk thought were 
fair. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
"V* New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels Wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants* 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 


‘COMMITTEE of 24’ iJoT.iVo*,*, 







FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 
telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer,, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines, 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dancing to "Sneaky" ; TUESDAY games 
night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good jackpots; THURSDAY 
the South Pacific's Island Dinner and dancing to the 
music of "Sneaky" ; FRIDAY easy listening music; SAT¬ 
URDAY dinner and a film; SUNDAY dinner and easy listen¬ 
ing music. Table d'hote dinners are served every night 
except Monday and Thursday, when smorgasbord is on. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T A U RANG A 
C,C,C, AGENTS IN SYDNEY : Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C,C,C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND: 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 











Letter to the editor 


Dear Sir, 

After considering die Norfolk Island 
Dill 1978 with some care, I would sum 
marise my analysis as follows: 

1. The Bill is objectionable for its 
failure to provide for the Island's own 
control of matters such as Social Ser¬ 
vices, Health, Land and Education. 

2 • The Bill gives little more than 
the existing law as far as actual self- 
government is concerned, that is to 
say the powers prescribed are still 
largely ADVISORY. 

3. The tesrii 'Administrator* is ob¬ 
noxious in the context of self-gov¬ 
ernment. His prescribed powers are 
inconsistent with the concept of 
self-government. 

4. The powers of die Commonwealth 
Government to intervene and to im¬ 
pose laws, even without their refer¬ 
ence to the Legislative Assembly are 
inconsistent with the concept of self- 
government. (Sections 25 and 26) 

5. The Bill makes no reference to 
what the Minister, in his second 
reading speech, described as 'minis¬ 
terial-type* responsibilities. If the 
provision for the appointment of 
'Executive Officers' includes that of 
a 'Chief Executive Officer* (whose 
duties would be similar to those of 

a municipal Town Clerk), this should 
be made clear and his duties specified, 
and the duties of 'Executive Officers' 
likewise specified and limited to a 
supervisory role. This would have 
the effect of reducing the number of 
hours of 'Executive Officers'* involve¬ 
ment in government, and hence their 


remuneration. 

6. The whole concept of government 
by an Executive Council (especially 
one dominated by the powers of an 
Administrator) seems an unnecessary 
projection of Canberra thinking, i.e. 
as 'Government by Cabinet*. Within 
this concept the Bill's provisions are 
even in conflict with the idea of 
'Cabinet Government* in that the 
Administrator (in his control of the 
Executive Council) is, unlike the 
Prime Minister, a non-elected per¬ 
son. 

7. The requirements of secrecy are 
ridiculous in the situation of an elect¬ 
orate of under a thousand electors, 
especially those referring to security 
of documents. (Section 32). They 
are also inconsistent with the idea of 
self-government of the Island. 

8. The 'presence' of the Common¬ 
wealth Government in the Island 
could, and in my opinion should, be 
maintained by, say, a 'Commission¬ 
er* who has no direct control over 
and does not intervene in the Island's 
self-government except only where 
there is a palpable conflict or over¬ 
lapping of interest. Most of the pow¬ 
ers given to this representative of the 
Commonwealth Government under 
die Bill should be transferred to the 
President of the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly. 

9. Qualifications for a candidate for 
election to the Legislative Assembly 
should include the provision that 
such candidate should be a perman¬ 
ent resident of Norfolk Island, and 


die reference to Australian citizen¬ 
ship and/or British status deleted 
(Section 38a). 

The specified age of 18 is, in my 
opinion, too low. 25 would be more 
appropriate to the responsibilities of 
such a position (Section 39b). 

10. The reservation to the Common¬ 
wealth Government of power to deal 
with the subjects of Social Services, 
Education, Health and Land Usage, 
without any reason given is inexpli¬ 
cable. 

The Minister, in his second reading 
speech, admitted that **there is a sys¬ 
tem of social service benefits on the 
Island at present", and he was sup¬ 
ported in this by Professor Treadgold, 
when preparing for his census, in terms 
of approval of the system. The Minis¬ 
ter did not criticise the system but sim¬ 
ply said that the benefits should be 
available "as of right". Why then is 
the Government to impose its own 
system, and fix the rates of benefits 
while leaving the Island to bear the 
cost? 

Similarly, in the case of Education, 
there is a system which appears to be 
working satisfactorily, which has had 
the approval of the education author¬ 
ities concerned, which is well-sup¬ 
ported by the Island community and 
is paid for out of Island revenue. Why 
is it considered necessary to transfer 
its control to the Commonwealth 
Government? 

In the case of Health matters, the ex¬ 
isting system, comprising the locally- 
supported hospital and medical bene¬ 
fits system, satisfies local demands 
and appears to satisfy the Common¬ 
wealth Health Department as far as 
can be ascertained. Why deny the 
Island Government power to control 
it? 

As regards die question of control of 
Land Usage, as no reference to this 
is contained in the Bill, the reason 
for reservation of power to control 
this important aspect of Island affairs 
is not known. But it can be said that 
the fact of such reservation leaves a 
large element of doubt in the minds 
of Island citizens as to the Common¬ 
wealth Government's intentions, e. g. 
could not the Government, under the 
powers outlined in the Bill, force a 
sale of land to some person or per¬ 
sons outside the Island, with interests 
inimical to the Island's economy or 
against the wishes of its residents? 

11. In view of die foregoing unsatis¬ 
factory features of the Bill, it 
should, in my opinion, be rejected 
and referred back for re-drafting. 


THE STORY OF THE HISTORIC MELANESIAN MISSION - BASED ON NORFOLK 
FOR MANY YEARS - WHICH LEFT BEHIND THE LOVELY ST. BARNABAS CHA¬ 
PEL HERE. 

"A WONDERFUL EVENT FOR ANYONE WHO CARES ABOUT NORFOLK, " THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS REVIEW SAID, "'MUST'-READING FOR EVERY INTEL¬ 
LIGENT RESIDENT, AND NORFOLK VISITORS WHO READ IT WILL FIND IT 
ADDS A NEW DIMENSION TO THEIR HOLIDAYS AND PUTS THEM ONE-UP 
ON MANY LOCALS." 



tMVtestTY Ofr OO^ENSLAhia $14! 55 - Now ON $ALE AT- LOCAL SHOPS 


E. P. Middleton 
a permanent resident 












In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em's 

&d?j* 4^4\,^w 

Come taste nice free samples 


HAND - 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map • open & closing times 



From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia - 
Tahitian fish... fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans... com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera...roast pork in lemon juice. . .Island- 
style pot roast. .. baked chicken... guava, banana and 
passionfruit pies — as well as other fav¬ 
orite,. familiar dishes if you prefer, 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 



FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT ; 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 



Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and includes 
entree, choice of a steak, veal or fish, and 
choice of sweets. On Friday dinner is $8 
and is the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets hexey- 


JUST A MINUTE'S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 

WE CAN CHOOSE AND PREPARE OUR 
FOOD BETTER IF YOU WILL PLEASE MAKE 
A RESERVATION BY 4.30 - RING 2186 




























































Wedgwood 

CHINA CRYSTAL JASPER WARE GLASSWARE ACCESSORIES CUFFLINKS 



ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


ROUDS 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 



ALL 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY - SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



ROUDS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 


ROUDS 






SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deepr 
iy, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about* here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you* 11 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
“Islanders’* - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
“mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of diem hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries, 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefits does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is ^lone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a< reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - die vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of die past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if die 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill: ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins Is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, “the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 







building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the Other Kingston build¬ 
ings* but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners* com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re¬ 
maining colonies in the English- 
speaking world. This status has be¬ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island's form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to the people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator. which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port a resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was suddenly 
cooled off in May. 1978. by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
some self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island, and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
save democratic self-government 
from die time of the Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896. when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never¬ 
theless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em- 
tpire. It has never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator. to be confirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. he resigned from his 
post, and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island's current Administrator, 
who is hopefully the last in the 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D. V. O'Leary, he formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia's "secret service", A.S.I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow¬ 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using diem 
with restraint, he is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his official home. Government house. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-l, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet.. 

5 : THE FUTURE 

In 1975 a Royal Commission was 
set up by Australia to recommend 
an acceptable form of government 
for Norfolk. Its recommendation - 
the"Nimmo Report" - was essentially 
that the Island should be annexed in- 
, to Australia and become part of the 
Canberra electorate, *nd that no 
referendum of the Island's people 
should be allowed on the matter. 

The Report, often disdainful in tone, 
was found to contain major errors of 
facv When it became apparent 
that Australia planned to follow the 
recommendations regardless, more 
than two-thirds of the Island's elec¬ 
tors signed solemn declarations say¬ 
ing they opposed being annexed. 

About 15% of residents appeared to 
favour the proposal, or at least the 
specific idea that Australian welfare 
•benefits be paid here. 

After 18 months of struggle, with 


leading roles played by the Council 
and by the Society of Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers - the original 
"Islanders" - Australia finally an¬ 
nounced that the main recommend¬ 
ations of the Nimmo Report had 
been rejected. 

Hon. R.J.Ellicott, who became 
Minister for Home Affairs (with re¬ 
sponsibility for Norfolk matters) 
late in 1977, announced on May 8th 
that the Government had decided 
that Norfolk need not be governed 
by the same laws that govern Aus¬ 
tralia; that the Island could have a 
social welfare system different from 
the one designed for the mainland; 
that the Australian taxation system 
would not be extended to die Island; 
and that a new, elected body to be 
known as the Norfolk Island Legi¬ 
slative Assembly would be formed, 
with power to pass laws for the peace, 
order and good government of die 
Island. 

It appeared that Australia might 
have decided that fully-democradc 
government should be restored to 
Norfolk, and colonial rule ended 
at last. But there were basic points 
of vagueness in Mr. Ellicott's state¬ 
ment. 

He said the Legislative Assembly 
would have full control over a list of 
matters which are essentially the 
"roads and drains" powers of a shire 
government. Laws on fishing, educa¬ 
tion, customs and immigration were 
to be subject to veto by an Austral¬ 
ian-appointed Administrator, and it 
was not clear whether this veto was 
to be die equivalent of full control, 
or whether the control was to be ex¬ 
ercised for Norfolk's benefit or for 
Australia's benefit. 

Most major governmental powers, 
including social welfare services, 
health and medical services, zoning 
and other controls over land and land 
use, law enforcement, transport and 
contacts with other South Pacific Isl¬ 
ands were to be kept by the Common¬ 
wealth - though Norfolk would be ex¬ 
pected to meet most of the costs it¬ 
self. 

What the great majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged right of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to the relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, the Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting itself. 





PATON PLACE 
may be oat of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: * 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rup, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

... tly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 21S1 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pra and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pra-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes: Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can t>e booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS: Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm ; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5tf a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers oily at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR: (at N. I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 

2 -4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island sumps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING: Trading. 

Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST - WEST/AIR N.Z. ; Bumt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 0-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge .of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8. 30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nigjhts and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 



SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPhERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK'S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE 
MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
"ABOARD ThE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 

























NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUM 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8.00, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3. 00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12. 00, 1. 05 


MONDAY 

9.15 CHtheroe Kid 

10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 1978 The Year 
That Was 

12.05 World affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
7.05 Children's story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(jazz programme) 

8.00 Joyce Grenfell 
9. 00 Feature album 

10.30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Travels with Aunt 
10.05 Music from shows 
and films 

10.30 Norfolk Island 

hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 Ticker tape & Phone 
1.30‘Methodist programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 


7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8. 00 Family hour 
10.00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

§.15 Joyce Grenfell 
10.05 Down memory lane 
, .10.45 Morning serial 
, 11.15 Book reviews 
- r. 30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N. I. Council meeting 
4. 00 Linda & Hadyn 
7.00 Pick of the week 
(comedy 9 drama and 
book reviews) 
THURSDAY 
9.1$ Medic.l File 
10.06 Mandela 

10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 Requests 


12. 05 World affairs 

1. 30 SDA Programme 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
4.30.Ron Glum 

7. 00 (On day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7. 05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dad's Army 
10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning serial 
10.00 Story of Rock 
12. 05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C. of E. Programme 
2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
4.00 Janelle 

7. 00 Fine Music all around 

SATURDAY 

10. 00 Mainly pop 

10.30 Aust. & local news 


10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Steptoe& S<jn 
12.00 Local news .. 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1. 00 Radio Aust. 

(Saturday sports) 

7. 06 A1 Reid classics 

8. 00 Men of the Sea 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Country music 

9.45 Light music from 
Holland 

10.30 Wilfred Thomas show 
11; 00 Close 

SUNDAY 
12 30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
5. 00 Vibes to do it by 
7. 00 Sunday Radio: 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers* Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor- 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 



Cocktail 
Bar and 




me 


.. "YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 

(O^FINE cellar of imported wines 


me 


A ttoVELY DINING ROOM 


jy^ENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 


K 


, ^5'VsOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


mce 


-OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS 


Eddie Lloyd,-Manager 


PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 
















































BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul- 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

• 

Norfolk Souvenirs: "If people can find 
our shop - iYs hidden behind others - 
they’ll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 

■ 

Prentice’s : "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine barker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230." 

■ 


Proudsi "Tfie famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under { mainland price." 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers ahd hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Camera lines; "We have just two Yash- 
ica £X-1 kits marked down about 30jt 
from our normal price. Included are 
the FX-1 SLR with 50mm fl.7 lens 
and case, a wide-angle lens, tele¬ 
photo lens, flash & gadget bag - $399. 


The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


A BC + ABC+ABC + ABC + aBC + A-BC + ABC + A bc + a bc + abc + a bc + a bc 

u _ ______ _ __ 

-- --o 

+ 
> 
w 

n 


o 

CO 

< 

T 

u 

CO 

< 


A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

i PAC 

s* 

j* 


CO 
< 

U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 
cc 

+ 

U 

CO 
C 


.ad .4^ 





V° A** 

* ^ 


> 

ca 

n 

+ 

> 

ZB 

n 



4. 

ABC+ABC+aBC+ABC+aBC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 


Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND’S “SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50*. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY : 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 
















© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3lSLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



the TRADING post 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve* items 
.. • soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream. *. imported cheeses... lollipops.. . magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes*..wrapping paper.•• personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties...mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners...candles. ..first aid requirements.. .‘olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. •• picnic supplies.•• games.•• artists' requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies. 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 







A.L.P. view: Gap between Australia and Norfolk should be closed 


THE AUSTRALIAN Labor Party’s 
senior man concerned with Norfolk 
Island, Mr. IT. E. Innes, M.P. for 
Melbourne, visited the Island in 
December to prepare for debating 
the Norfolk Island Bill fn Parliament. 

In a short talk broadcast,over VL2NI 
before his departure, he forcefully 
expressed a number of confusing views. 

• "Progressive negotiations" should 
be held with all sections of the com¬ 
munity on the development of self- 
government, he said, and emphasized 
that these should not be confined to 
Council or any other single group. 

• But it seemed clear that what he 
meant by "self-government” was the 
integration of Norfolk into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. He said the people 
of the Island had a right to "receive 
the benefit that is available to all 
Australians", and that "the only way 
we can succeed in gaining our ob¬ 
jective is to bury differences, and 
close the gap that distance and iso¬ 
lation develop. " He did not seem 
to have in miod that this gap should 
be allowed to remain, or that it 
shouid be closed by Australia’s 
changing its position, 

• The ALP could be "duly proud", 
he thought, for having initiated 

the Nimmo Royal Commission, which 
he regards as "the first step towards 
self-government". 

• There should be "a healthy de¬ 
bate" in the community, he said. 

• But he did not recognise any 
right of people on Norfolk to decide 
how the Island should be governed. 

He said the result of debate should 
be conveyed to "the people respon¬ 
sible for making final decisions". 

• VL2NI should be used for politi¬ 
cal debate, he thought, because 
Norfolk's weekly and monthly news¬ 
papers "may only reflect the views 
of people who control them. " He 
did not think that was a healthy situa¬ 
tion. 

The text of Mr. Innes* talk: 

"My visit here is directly related 
to the legislation dealing with a pro¬ 
gression to self-government. 

"I’m here in my role as the shadow 
minister for Home Affairs, which in¬ 
cludes a responsibility in the Austral¬ 
ian Parliament for Norfolk Island. 

"When the Bill comes before Parlia¬ 
ment around February of next year. 
Minister Ellicott.will lead the de¬ 
bate for the Government, and it will 
be my responsibility to take the lead 


for the opposition party, the Austral¬ 
ian Labor Party. 

"The Australian Labor Party can 
be duly proud of its efforts in the 
first instance, as it was during the 
course of the Labor Government 
where the initiative was taken to 
take the first step towards self-gov¬ 
ernment. 

"Self-government is not a benefit; 
it is the democratic right of every 
human being living in a democratic 
society - and the people of Norfolk 
Island have a right to manage their 
own affairs, and receive the benefit 
that is available to all Australians. 

’They must be guaranteed that 
their standard of living and their 
way of life is not damaged by the 
decision taken on the mainland of 
Australia. 

negotiations with all 
sections of comity 

"The road to self-government can 
only be traversed with the utmost of 
co-operation, and progressive nego¬ 
tiations with all sections of the com¬ 
munity. It must not be confined to 
any sectional group. It must not be 
the exclusive domain of the local 
Council, for instance. 

"In particular the Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants must have a voice - and then 
again, of course, not exclusive to 
one group of them. 

"We have certain criticisms, as 
a Party, of the Bill, if one applies the 
criteria of genuine self-government* 

’However it is a complex issue. 

As 1 have found during my stay on 
the island, the Bill is opposed and 
supported for a whole variety of rea¬ 
sons. 

"As the shadow minister I have 
not made up my mind as to the way 
we will handle the Bill, or the re¬ 
port that I will make to the shadow 
Cabinet when 1 return. 

T will say however that we unequi¬ 
vocally support the principle of gen¬ 
uine self-government. 

"I believe there are some people 
in the community, unfortunately, 
who play a divisive role, and nurture 
an anti-Australian feeling. Now this 
is quite irresponsible, as the only way 
we can succeed in gaining our object¬ 
ive is to bury differences, and close 
the gap that distance and isolation 


develop. 

"The keynote for a successful transi¬ 
tion period is unity of purpose, object¬ 
ive reasoning, and a bona fide trust 
in people who are endeavouring to 
bring self-government about. 

"people responsible 
for final decisions" 

"A healthy debate in the commun¬ 
ity is vital and necessary, with maxi* 
mum participation by all - and the 
views then expressed during the 
course of those debates conveyed, 
as they are given, to all the people 
responsible for making final decisions, 

’I'd hope this radio station is used 
to allow people to express an opinion, 
as the publications on the Island are 
limited, and may only reflect the 
views of people who control diem. 

I don't believe that this is a healthy 
situation in the responsible debates 
that ought to ensue in the community. 

"For my part I've learnt a lot dur¬ 
ing my stay here. I've spoken to 
dozens of people, and some groups 
who have taken advantage to speak 
to me after die invitation as advert¬ 
ised that was extended prior to pie 
coming and during the course of my 
stay here. 

"And I would like to say this* that 
if any body would like to express 
their views in the future on die issue 
of self-government or on any other 
matter, they should feel quite free 
to do so. I can be contacted either 
through the Administrator, or by 
writing to me direct at Parliament 
House, Canberra." 

(Mr. Innes was then asked if he 
had a final message for listeners.) 

"Yes, Kathy, 1 would. 

"I'd like to say in conclusion that - 
my desire to thank everybody for 
making my stay on your beautiful 
Island a vary busy, fruitful and 
plea>ant >ne - the Administrator, 
his staff, Gil Hitch, Amy Bathie, 
Merval Hoare, Gil Jackson, Mac 
Adams and others have been absol¬ 
utely fantastic. A special thanks 
to them, from me and my family. 

Vd like to sign off by wishing 
everybody and their families a 
Merry Christmas, a bright and pros¬ 
perous new year, and, above all, 
all the best in the future for a suc¬ 
cessful transition to self-govern¬ 
ment. " 
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JANUARY COUNCIL MEETING 

N.I. BILL SHUNNED AGAIN 


THE MOMENT OF TRUTH foi 
Council on the Norfolk Island Bill 
1978 was side-stepped once again 
at the January 10th meeting. 

For the second month in a row 
Councillors avoided expressing any 
opinions about the Bill. 

Their stAted reason for shying a- 
way from the subject was put by 
President of Committees Bill Blu- 
cher 9 who said he thought it would 
be only "courteous and fair", in 
view of the absence of two Coun¬ 
cillors, to postpone debate until 
they had returned. 

Councillor MacKenzie agreed* 
and there was no discussion of the 
Bill's merits or shortcomings. 

Strong objections to basic aspects 
of die Bill began being heard on 
the Island in December. The So¬ 
ciety of Descendants of the Pitcairn 
Sealers voted to oppose the Bill in 
its present form on January 8th* 
just two days before the Council 
meeting, and called a public meet¬ 
ing to discuss it all for January 16th 
at Rawson Hall. 

In private conversations with 
Councillors so far* residents have 
yet to hear* convincing logic about 
good points in die Bill. Questions 


SIX MONTHS LATER, COUNCIL HEARS OF 


AFTER A LONG TIME of inquiring 
what Australia had in mind on 
fishing rights in the waters around 
Norfolk Island* Council found out 
on January 10th. 

Administrator D. V. O'Leary* 
observing in the course of the dis¬ 
cussion that it was now appropriate 
for the matter to be brought to 
Council's attention, asked for Coun¬ 
cil's comment on a sheaf, of Aust¬ 
ralian documents showing that - 

• An amended Australian Fisher¬ 
ies Act* including an assertion of 
Commonwealth jurisdicdon in Nor¬ 
folk's waters* became law last year 
and received Royal assent on Aug¬ 
ust 24th. A proclamation of the 
new law has been delayed but is 
expected shortly. It claims Norfolk's 
seas. 

•Australia's intention* as reveal¬ 
ed in the second reading speech by 
Sen. Webster supporting the new law, 
is "to ensure that the fisheries in this 
zone" - including 200 miles around 


about shortcomings in the Bill have 
been answered with comments such 
as "well* it's a start", "the Bill 
doesn't really mean what It says - 
that's just the Westminster system", 
and "Australia doesn't really care 
what happens on Norfolk - we'll 
be able to do almost anything we 
want". 

On February 7th* Council will 
have to take a stand* because the 
Bill may be passed by the Australian 
Parliament before Council meets 
again after that. The big question 
on the 7th will be - 

- Can Councillors produce con¬ 
vincing evidence that the Bill has 
good points? 

- Will they be willing to discuss 
serious questions asked by residents* 
and deal with them frankly? 

- How effectively will the Ad¬ 
ministrator be able to use the "em¬ 
barrassment" technique he employ* 
ed at the December meeting? 
Councillors were involved in five 
months of secret talks with Mr. 
EUicott about the Bill, and Mr. 
O'Leary may be able to make 
them feel that opposing the Bill 

at this point would make them 
look fools. 


Norfolk - "are developed and man¬ 
aged in the long term interest of 
Australia and Australians." 

• Australia's Minister for Pri¬ 
mary Industry (Mr. Sinclair) issued 
an international call last June for 
submissions from any country that 
wanted fishing rights in Australia's 
200-mile zone - including Norfolk's. 
Proposals were to be submitted by 
August 31st of last year. The Com¬ 
monwealth has therefore had any 
proposals that may have been made 
for taking fish from the Norfolk 
zone* presumably including pro ¬ 
posed royalty or other compensa¬ 
tion arrangements, to almost five 
months. 

•Australia does not appear to be 
able to police all the waters it in¬ 
tends to claim, which will include 
about six million square kilometres 
and will be the largest total claim¬ 
ed by any country in the world. 

Sen. Webster tola die Senate that 
it was no simple task to police the 
waters to be claimed, but he said 


proposals for surveillance were cur¬ 
rently being developed, and he was 
confident that Australia's would 
become able to enforce its claims 
"significantly more effectively". 

The Commonwealth's actions and 
policies appear to be a violation of 
the principles expressed in the 1975 
legal opinion of R.J. Ellicott, Q.C. - 
which said that Norfolk had been ac¬ 
cepted by Australia as a separate and 
distinct settlement* and Australia 
should exercise its authority over the 
Island "solely for the benefit of the 
committed territory and its inhabi¬ 
tants". 

Councillor MacKenzie said that 
he did not believe Norfolk could 
cany out negotiations concerning 
the use of die 200-mile zone around 
the Island. He said not much could 
be done until it was decided what 
powers the proposed Norfolk Island 
Assembly would have* but it should 
be made clear that Norfolk was 
very interested in gaining benefits 
from the zone. 

Councillor Blucher agreed, and 
felt an agreement should be.nego¬ 
tiated with Australia providing 
for some share of license fees or 
other financial gains to go to Nor¬ 
folk. 

Councillor Snell said the wording 
of the Norfolk Island Bill was "most 
disturbing" because it said Norfolk 
was not to include any waters at 
all* and it appeared to be assumed 
that the Island would have no say 
about the 2 00-mile zone. 

Councillor Bennett supported 
Councillor Snell. He said he 
thought Council should make it 
clear that the Island was looking 
forward to getting income from the 
zone - or perhaps should "assert a 
right" to the zone. 

The Administrator replied that 
it might be difficult for the Island* 
legally, to do anything more than 
assert such a right. He said Coun¬ 
cil's comments on the matter 
should appropriately go to the Min¬ 
ister. 

Councillor Buffett said he thought 
the zone should be proclaimed* and 
that Norfolk should be a party to it, 
and a party in gaining benefits from 
it. He agreed that Council's atti¬ 
tude should be put strongly to the 
Commonwealth. 

Councillor Quintal said he would 
like to see Norfolk get "part or all" 
of the 200-mile rights around the 
Island. 

There was no motion stating 
Council's position. The Canberra 
papers were noted, and it was left 
to the Administrator to pass on the 
views Councillors had expressed. 


NORFOLK SEA CLAIM IN 78 
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EDITORIAL 


THERE IS A STORY TOLD about a country boy who went for his first 
meal in an elegant, big-city restaurant. 

He was hungry, and when soup was served early in the meal he put a big 
spoonful into his mouth. 

But the soup was scalding hot - and he instantly blew it out. Unfortunately 
he blew it into the spoon, and soup fanned out into the air and onto people at 
surrounding tables. 

They wheeled around, horrified at his shocking manners, and glared at him. 
He looked at their haughty, angry faces and said with regret, "Some damn fools 
would've swallowed that." 


ON FEBRUARY 7TH the Norfolk Island Council will have to take a stand 
on the Norfolk Island Bill 1978. 

It will probably be the most important vote ever cast by Norfolk Island 
Councillors. 

But incredibly, it looks as if some Councillors may actually swallow the 
Bill because they are afraid of the scorn of Minister R. J. Ellicott and Admini¬ 
strator D. V. O'Leary. 

They would be damn fools to do so. Mr. Ellicott and Mr. O'Leary will of 
course make them squirm with embarrassment if they refuse to accept the Bill 
in its present form. But embarrassment fades soon - and both Mr. Ellicott and 
Mr. O'Leary will have faded from the Norfolk Island scene too, before long. 

The Island will be here forever. 

Councillors have some obligations to Mr. Ellicott, having gone through five 
months of discussion with him. But they have a much greater obligation to the 
people who elected them, and to the Island's future. 

Their obligation to the people is not just a pretty theory. It is a matter of 
truthfulness and reliability. Six of the present Councillors were re-elected on 
their past record for putting the wishes of the people of Norfolk first, and the 
wishes of Australian authorities second. 

Their words are there for all to see. Listen to them, at a meeting of Coun¬ 
cil on April 5th last year. (Councillor Bennett and Councillor Quintal were ab¬ 
sent, but their respect for the rights of the people is well-known.) 

Here is what Councillor Bill Blucher said; 

"I think very clearly that every person in a democratic society 
should be given the right of consent. In other words, government 
by consent, not by legislative force." 

Here is what Councillor Bruce MacKenzie said; 

"1 have stated before and I will state again that the people of this 
Island should have the right to determine their own future, by 
referendum or some other means where all electors have the right 
to vote, by secret ballot." 

Here is what Councillor Lisle Snell said: 

"The Norfolk Island people should be given the right and the 
courtesy to vote on their future before it is made - not after a 
decision has been made for them. ” 

Here is what Councillor Duncan McIntyre said; 

"Democracy demands that these people, this community, our 
community that we represent as a Council, has the right to speak 
on its own future and to say what shape they wish it to take. Not 
just a look at the legislation before it goes through, but a voice, 
a decisive voice, in where they are going. M 

Your friends and neighbors took you at your word, gentlemen. The Island 
is anxious to hear your views about the Bill, and you should express them. 

But nothing you say - and no vote you take - should cut across the rights 
you have said the people are entitled to: government by consent, not by legis¬ 
lative force.. .a secret ballot.. .the right to vote before a decision is made for 
them.. .a voice, the decisive voice, in where they are going. 
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THE COMMONWEALTH HAS A MULTI-MILLION-DOLLAR REASON FOR 
RESISTING ANY DELAYS IN PASSING THE NORFOLK ISLAND BILL INTO LAW; 


Australia’s Claim to Norfolk^ Ocean Zone 


THE BIGGEST scramble in history to 
claim "unowned" parts of the world 
is underway. 

The nations of the world are mov¬ 
ing rapidly to declare sovereignty 
over the oceans and the sea-bed for 
a distance of 200 nautical miles 
out from their shores. 

Australia has not yet proclaimed 
sovereignty over its surrounding 200- 
mile zones, but is expected to do so. 
in the coming months. 

When it does, Australia will claim 
to "own" more of the world's oceans 
than any other country in the world - 
some six million square kilometres, 
almost as big an area as the Austral¬ 
ian continent itself. 

But being the biggest ocean pro¬ 
prietor in the world doesn't seem 
enough to satisfy Australia's appetite 
in the scramble for new areas of sov¬ 
ereignty. 


It wants to include the ocean zone 
around Norfolk island as Australian 
property - an area of some 350, 000 
square kilometres. 

Australia's "entitlement" to the 
waters around Norfolk is linked to 
the fact that in 1914 England gave 
Australia the responsibility for see¬ 
ing that Norfolk had peace, order 
and good government. 

In those days the nations of the 
world considered that the oceans 
were free for all, and each country's 
sovereignty extended only 12 miles 
from shore. 

But even the 12 miles of ocean a- 
round Norfolk is planned to be snipped 
off, under the Norfolk Island Bill 1978. 

At the end of the Bill, like the fine 
print in an insurance policy, is "Sched¬ 
ule 1". In it the Australian Govern¬ 
ment has defined Norfolk Island to in¬ 
clude nothing but dry land. 


In maps prepared by Australia, the 
proposed economic zone around Nor¬ 
folk is almost a perfect circle, 400 
nautical miles across. No one knows 
what wealth it may contain. Fish in 
largfc commercial quantities, obvious¬ 
ly. Offshore oil?. Other minerals? 

No one knows yet, but as the world's 
hunger for food and minerals increases, 
the 350, 000 square kilometres around 
the Island must grow in value. 

Papua New Guinea recently licensed 
Japan to fish in its waters, ii\ return for 
a fee of $1, 000, 000 Kina - well over 
$1 million Australian, at today’s ex¬ 
change rates. 

Whatever the potential value of the 
waters and sea-bed around Norfolk, 
Australia obviously intends to take it 
over, rather than letting it remain one 
of Norfolk Island’s assets. 

France takes that same attitude to¬ 
wards the waters around its colonies 
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in the South Pacific - Tahiti and the 
rest of French Polynesia, New Cale¬ 
donia, and no doubt half of the New 
Hebrides. 

The French newspaper "Le Monde” 


even spoke proudly about the fact 
in a recent article. "Procedures for 
the establishment of 200-mile econo¬ 
mic zones," said the article, "thanks 
to its Pacific territories, will put 


France in third place in the world in 
terms of area of ocean covered. " 
France is already carrying out nego¬ 
tiations with Japan and South Korea 
on the fees France will charge them 


"GET TOUGH - YOU ARE ENTITLED TO" IS THE SUGGESTION OF A LARGE BRITISH AIRCRAFT GROUP TO 
THE ISLANDS OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC, THE ADVERTISEMENT APPEARED IN "PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY". 



TELL THEM IT’S YOUR 
PIECE OF THE PACIFIC. 


Words on paper won’t prevent trespass. 
An efficient, effective coastal surveillance 
system will. 

One low cost HS748 Coastguarder keeps 
watch on an area that a fleet of patrol 
boats couldn’t cover. Detecting, locating, 
identifying, recording and directing surface 
vessels. 

As a far ranging eye-in-the-sky, 
Coastguarder is equipped with high power 
radar and computerised tactical navigation 
system, whilst its large scale plotting display 
increases navigational efficiency and 
reduces operator fatigue. And it has the 
space for equipment, stores and essential 
crew rest areas. 

Some 150 of this 748-type are in military 
use throughout the world including 12 with 


Australia’s Department of Defence. That 
says a lot for its performance, ease of 
maintenance and economy of operation. 

With quick reaction capability from 
remote unpaved airfields, 2500 nautical 
mile range, 12i hours flight endurance and 
tenacious all weather performance, 
Coastguarder can give Pacific Islands 
Governments the auth- II "VJ 
ority they .claim. 



MANCHESTER DIVISION, Manchester England 


Represented in Australia by: 

BRITISH AEROSPACE AUSTRALIA LIMITED 

65 Macquarie Street, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia. Tel.: 27 4622 
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for fishing in the areas of "France in 
the South Pacific." 

Ironically, "Le Monde” observed 
that ”ln this zone where the wealth 
of the seas and the mineral riches of 
New Caledonia arouse the appetites 
of multi-nationals and the covetous¬ 
ness of great powers, the government 
believes it is important to develop 
France's cultural and technical activ¬ 
ities* 

”$uch activities, in the government's 
view," the article continued, "must in¬ 
volve the territories themselves, and 
call for co-ordination between the 
responsible people on the spot in the 
territories and the representatives of 
France in the states of the region* ” 

The French official view is strik¬ 
ingly like Australia’s, in introduc¬ 
ing the Norfolk Island Bill 1978, Hon. 

R. J* Ellicott told the House it would 
give the people of Norfolk a chance 
to become "increasingly involved” in 
their own affairs. He also emphasized 
that "the only workable method of 
proceeding is by way of consensus, ” 

In the case of the South Pacific 
colonies and former colonies of Eng¬ 
land, New Zealand and the United 
States, there is not the slightest 
suggestion that the surrounding ocean 
zones should be taken over by the 
"parent" country. They will be for 
the benefit of the islands. It is un- 
imagineable, for example, that Eng¬ 
land would claim ownership of the 
200-mile zone around Pitcairn Isl¬ 
and, and pocket the fees that other 
countries may pay to fish there. 

The U.S*, however, has ruii into 
conflict with a number of Pacific 
islands because the U* S* claims that 
tuna, being migratory, do not be¬ 
long to any particular fishing zone. 

The U.S* position is, of course, a 
matter of economic advantage: fish 
are the United States' second biggest 
import item, ranking only after oil. 

top officials adsHt 
value to the Islands 

Two of Australia's top experts in 
foreign affairs acknowledged the 
value of ocean zones for the islands 
in public testimony they gave to a 
Senate Committee in 1977. 

Mr. M.G.M, Bourchier, first as¬ 
sistant secretary of the Legal and 
Treaties Division of the Department 
of Foreigp Affairs, and Mr. F # R. Dal- 
rymple, first assistant secretary of 
the Department's Western Division, 
presented a formal report on the De¬ 
partment's attitudes toward South 
Pacific islands, and were then quest¬ 
ioned about it. 


"For a very small country which 
has few resources and few other sourc¬ 
es of income, ” Mr. Dalrymple said, 

"a 200-mile zone could offer a very 
promising new source of revenue in 
a variety of ways." 

"I support that, " said Mr. Bour¬ 
chier. "These countries regard their 
prospective 200-mile fisheries zone 
as a major economic opportunity. 

They often have nothing else ex¬ 
cept sand and coconut palms. They 
certainly anticipate difficulties with 
fishing nations wishing to use this 
area, but they are prepared to enter 
into the necessary negotiations with 
them to regulate the taking of fish 
within the area. They will force 
them, to the best of their ability. 

If that annoys anybody they are pre¬ 
pared to put up with that. " 

"perfectly prepared 
to face unpopularity 11 

Mr. Bourchier continued, "I think 
they are perfectly prepared to face 
any unpopularity that may result. " 

How can small island countries 
police their 200-mile zones? The 
question has not been answered yet - 
and the difficulty of policing the 
zone around Norfolk has been hint¬ 
ed at as a possible reason why Aust¬ 
ralia "deserves" to take it over. 

Last June almost 200 people from 
more than 20 countries took part in 
a three-day symposium on the sur¬ 
veillance problem, held in Sydney. 

It was organised by Hawker de havil- 
land Australia, and it is obvious that 
aircraft and pursuit-ship builders are 
hoping for big sales to countries that 
want to chase unauthorised fishing 
vessels out of their new fishing zones. 

British Aerospace put the message 
in blunt words in an advertisement 
for its HS748 model called the "Coast- 
guarder", adapted for air surveillance 
work. 

'Tell them It's your piece of the 
Pacific," urged the headline of the 
ad. The illustration was an open- 
ocean scene, with a barbed-wire 
fence running for miles through the 
water. 

"Coastguarder can give Pacific 
Islands Governments the authority 
they claim," said the ad. 

At die symposium Papua New 
Guinea's director of fisheries, Mr. 

Peter Wilson, said "fishing nations 
such as Japan and the United Nations 
have expressed a very definite interest 
in paying a low access fee into the 
region and then, let's say a tax on the 
fish they have actually taken from 
within a country's waters. 


If that is done on a uniform basis 
throughout the region, everyone fishing 
in the Pacific will know that they are 
going to have to pay a percentage 
and they are going to say 'What the 
hell, why not report it accurately, 
because regardless of where we take it 
we're going to have to pay for it.'" 

Mr. Wilson said that satellite surveil¬ 
lance would be too costly for any one 
country to us$, but if the whole Pacific 
region is covered it could be practical. 
"From the standpoint of a regional area, 
he said, "satellite coverage will now 
become feasible, particularly with the 
co-operation of the United States." 

It will be impossible for Australia to 
keep close watch on the 6, 000, 000 
square kilometres of ocean it will short¬ 
ly be claiming. Regional, co-operat¬ 
ive surveillance and licensing systems 
will obviously have to be relied on, 
rather than fleets of airplanes and pat¬ 
rol boats in every Pacific country. 

And if regional surveillance is organ¬ 
ised on a basis that is paid for by fish¬ 
ing fees, with worthwhile profits left 
over for each country according to the 
fishing catch made in its waters, Nor¬ 
folk could readily be part of the organ¬ 
ised system. 

a grab oust be quick 

Timing thus becomes crucial for 
Australia in its take-over of Norfolk's 
ocean zone. It must be done before 
a regional system is developed, and 
that is one of the few reasons for ur¬ 
gency in the Norfolk Island Bill 1978. 
Once the Bill passes, with "Schedule 
1" stating that Norfolk has no rights 
at all to the ocean around it, Aust¬ 
ralia will have brought off a very 
quiet, immensely valuable manoeuvre. 

In 1975 Mr. R.J. Ellicott - before 
he had become a Minister in the Aust¬ 
ralian Government - said that Norfolk 
had been committed to Australia’s 
government, but was not part of Aust¬ 
ralia's territory. He said that Aust¬ 
ralia's governing of Norfolk was 
"akin to that of a trustee.. .it at 
least anticipates that the sovereign's 
exercise of power though plenary in 
quality will be directed solely to 
die benefit of the committed terri¬ 
tory and its inhabitants." 

If the Norfolk Island Bill is passed 
with Schedule 1 intact, the future 
wealth of 350, 000 square kilometres 
of fishing and mineral rights will have 
vanished from the "trust account" 
Australia manages for the people of 
Norfolk. 

The trustee wants it in his own 
name, as one of the assets that will 
make 14, 000, 000 Australians the 
greatest sea-owning people on earth. 
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NEWS FROM 

THE OTHER. 1SLANK 

Polynesia Melanesia Micronesia 


New competition for 
Australian tourists 

ALMOST AS MANY Australians visit 
Tahiti as come to Norfolk - about 
10,000 a year - and Tahiti has open¬ 
ed a Tahiti Tourist Board office in 
Sydney to help attract more of them. 

Australia is Tahiti's second-largest 
tourist market, although it is a long 
way behind die U.S., which sends 
nearly 50,000 visitors to the island 
each year. 

The opening of the Sydney office 
is expected to create an upsurge in 
the number of Australians holidaying 
in Tahiti, in preference to other 
South Pacific destinations. 


Islands take over 
Air Pacific board 

AIR PACIFIC* based in Fiji, is re¬ 
organising and expanding. 

The Government of Fiji has ac¬ 
quired 75$ of the company’s shares. 

Qantas and Air New Zealand, 
which each own 91$ of the shares, 
have withdrawn from co-raanage- 
ment of the airline. 

There will now be only eight di¬ 
rectors. Fiji will hold four of the 
seats, with one each being held by 
Western Samoa, Solomon Islands, 
Tonga and Gilbert Islands. 

Air Pacific has ordered two Bra¬ 
zilian "Bandeirante" aircraft, carry¬ 
ing 18 passengers each, for 
$ 2 , 000 , 000 . 

It is also looking for larger jet air¬ 
craft to charter for regular services 
between Fiji and Sydney, Melbourne, 
Hawaii and a west coast U. S. des¬ 
tination. Landing rights for the U. S. 
ports were negotiated with the U. S. 
late in 1978 and are expected to be 
granted this month. 

"aoney hunger” bad 
for sandalwood trees 

SANDALWOOD trees in Tonga should 
be protected, says Dr. R.R. Thaman 
of the University of the South Pacific. 

He has written to die Tonga 


’'Chronicle” expressing concern at 
"the selfishness of some wealthy 
Tongans who are shipping Tonga's 
valuable sandalwood (ahi) to China. ” 

"Sandalwood is a tree that grows 
very slowly, it is hard to collect 
seedling and is culturally very valu¬ 
able to the Tongan people for repel¬ 
ling mosquitos, scenting coconut oil, 
and for carving, ” he said. 

"There is little sandalwood left in 
Tonga and if these selfish people who 
only seem to be interested in money 
sell all Tonga's sandalwood to China, 
the money will be spent quickly on 
imported luxuries and today's child¬ 
ren and grandchildren, and future 
generations, will not have the ahi 
as part of their culture. 

"It is time that the government 
looked at die long term best interests 
of the people of Tonga rather than 
allow short term exploitation of val¬ 
uable natural and cultural resources 
that should be reserved for Tongans. 

"The sandalwood is gone in most 
areas in Hawaii because of Papalangi 
(European - ed.) sandalwood traders 
and the same can happen in Tonga 
at the hands of Tongan sandalwood 
traders with their "modern” Papalangi 
hunger for money. ” 


Banabans fight on 

THE BANABAN people - about 
3,100 in number - are continuing 
their long fight to regain possession 
of Ocean Island. 

At the opening session of the Gil¬ 
bert Islands constitutional conference, 
which began in November, Banaban 
leader die Rev. Tebaiti Tawaka said 
his people had "undoubted rights and 
claims” to the island, and that the 
British Government had an obliga¬ 
tion to negotiate with them. 

"We are dispossessed, uprooted 
people seeking the return of our an¬ 
cient and spiritual home. Ocean 
Island, ” he said. 

"This has been our home from 
time immemorial, and it remains 
our home today." 

The Banaban issue was the first to 
be discussed at the Gilberts conference. 


Mr. Tawaka said the fact that the 
Banabans had been invited to attend 
and take part in the conference was 
"eloquent proof" that their rights 
apd claims were recognised. 

Ocean Island was found to be very 
rich in phosphate deposits,, and was 
annexed by Britain in 1900. The 
British Phosphate Commission (own¬ 
ed 40$ by Australia, 39$ by Britain 
and 21$ by New Zealand) took over 
mining on the island in 1920. 

In 1929, in an article titled "Ocean 
Island - a Modern Treasure Island" 
in the British "Life” magazine, Capt. 
Neill Green wrote that the Banabans 
had become a minority on Ocean 
Island because of the number of 
Kanakas and Chinese Imported to 
help work the phosphate deposits. 

The Banabans kept to themselves, . 
he wrote. "They are rather proud, " 
he said, "and not without cause, 
since, from their viewpoint, it is 
their island that has brought such 
wealth to the European." 

For some time the royalties paid 
to the Banabans for phosphate mined 
by the Commission was three pence 
a ton. 

In 1940 the Japanese occupied . 
Ocean Island, and shipped the Bana¬ 
bans off to labour camps in the Caro¬ 
line Islands. 

In 1945, England re-settled them 
on Rabi Island, in the Fiji group. 

Protests about their poor treatment 
began to have some effect in the 
1960s, and the Phosphate Commission 
offered them £80,000 as compensa¬ 
tion for past mining. This was reject¬ 
ed. 

By 1977 the Commission's offer 
had been increased to $10,000, 000, 
plus $1,250, 000 for replanting the 
island. 

The Banabans want Ocean Island 
to become independent from the Gil- 
berHslands, and be governed as part 

Aslan Bank cakes a 
sweet loan to Tonga 

THE TONGA Development Bank, a 
government-operated institution, 
will be able to make over $1 million 
in new loans for small industries and 
agricultural projects as a result of a 
new finance agreement signed in De¬ 
cember. 

Under the agreement the Asian 
Development Bank will lend Tonga 
US$1, 500, 000. The loan will not be 
payable for 40 years, will then have 
a grace period of a further 10 years, 
and will have an interest rate of one 
percent. 


3 IK 
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Norfolk 


AT OUR HOUSE we have an oc¬ 
casional ghost or two - not an un¬ 
natural phenomenon on Norfolk 
island. We will have long spells 
of no ghosts and then for some strange 
reason they will play a series of pranks 
on us over a period of three or four 
days just to set our teeth on edge or 
to make us remember them. Our 
ghosts have a sense of humour and 
quite often make us laugh as well as 
feel frustrated. 

Telling Aunt Sue and Mary about 
*our ghosts' naturally brought forth 
some Norfolk ghost stories. 

"You know where the creek 1$, 
after you've been at Slaughter Bay 
and you're coming up past the foot¬ 
ball field? Well, there used to be 
a house there called 'Aunt Jane 
Longhouse*. Her daughter was Mrs. 
Howard Christian who owned the big 
house at Ball Bay. It's empty now 
but they reckon there was a ghost in 
it. They had a shop there. She 
and her husband ran what they call¬ 
ed 'The Club'. 

"More recently Beef and his wife 
were living oyer there (he's Maudie 
Buffett's son) and they often woke 
up to see this figure, all in black 
leaning over the bed. Beef said he 
saw it and his wife thought he was 
kidding her. One night when Beef 
was out, she woke up and said, * Ah, 
get into bed you silly old duck* and 
she looked up and it wasn't him at 
all. It was this figure standing 
right near her!" 

Aunt Sue said she really doesn't 
believe in ghosts "and yet, why is it 
that I'd hate to sleep at Kingston? 

1 had a wonderful childhood there 
and 1 don't think I could sleep there 
now. I wasn't scared when I lived 
there. But now I don't think I could 
sleep in one of those houses in Qual¬ 
ity Row. I've never really seen a 
ghost, but I've felt them - their 
presence. ” 

"Oh, I have, " said Mary. 

"When a woman died -- Gwen, 

Vera, Mum and I -- Dad had brought 
a whale in at Ball Bay -- and we had 
gone down there. When we got up 
where Keith Bishop lives now at Tor- 
rie Glen, Mum wanted to run. We 
were on our horses and Mum said 
you three are two slow for me and 
she kicked her horse and off she 
went. That left Vera, Gwen and 



myself - so we rode down to Chan¬ 
nels Comer and when we got to 
where Cavill's place is now the 
three of us at the same time said 
•Oh, look." 

"There was this figure of a wo¬ 
man in black floating across the 
ground. She was about this high up 
off the ground and so plain as day¬ 
light. 

"You know where that little cott¬ 
age is behind Cavill's - there used to 
be an old house there - Doo Doo Le- 
Cren's parents lived there. Her 
Mother died during the early hours 
of the morning and when we looked 
there was this woman floating across 
from where Tropique flats are now to 
where John Brown's offices are. " 

Aunt Sue was beginning to get in¬ 
terested and went on to say - ..." 
"and you know Muddy Water? It was 
between Joan Menzies* place and 
the school. There always used to 
be muddy water there. " 

'The way my Dad talked there used 
to be muddy water on Rooty Hill 
Road before you got to Menzies* 
place. 

"Wasn't it Driver Christian that 
said Uncle Jelly lived in that house? 
Uncle Jelly Evans - very dark and a 
real devil. I'm sure it was Driver 
Christian who had changed his re¬ 
ligion from C of E to Seventh Day 
Adventist. Uncle Jelly climbed up • 
in a pine tree in 'Muddy Water*. 
When he knew that Driver was com¬ 
ing home from the Seventh Day Ad¬ 
ventist service, he waited and hid 
and as he got near he sang out, 
'Driver*.' 

"Driver looked. He sang out 
again. *Driver!' 

"When he called out a third 
time he said, 'Driver, go dip thy¬ 
self three times in yon muddy pool'. 
So off Driver went and dipped him¬ 
self three times in the muddy water. 
And Uncle Jelly said, 'You silly old 
b.r 

***** 

"I love the good, old-time re¬ 
ligion, " Aunt Sue said, changing 
the subject of ghosts to one more 
comfortable. "The Church at 
Kingston was always packed. I 


LIVING 


think the Ministers must get very dis¬ 
illusioned now. 

"My husband and I went up to the 
Barrier Reef on a holiday. We met 
Dorie, the daughter of CoL Spald¬ 
ing's son who grew up on Norfolk. 

She said 'Oh, please go visit Dad. 
He's living in the past. * 

"We called in - look - we had 
to stay the night. He wouldn't let 
us go. He brought out an old map 
of Norfolk and he put that lone pine 
in and all the homes around, and do 
you know that night he went and got 
a bottle of wine which he had kept 
for many a moon, and his father's 
sword (his father used to be head of 
South Head Military). 

"Well, he stood up and made a 
speech and the tears just rolled 
down his face. In his late seven¬ 
ties then, he was recalling his days 
of living at Government House. He 
said he was 'one of the boys' - he 
and his brother Warwick. He was 
telling me that when the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church started up 
here, the people who were being 
baptised were dipped in Slaughter 
Bay. He said he and his brother 
would hide behind some rocks and 
every time they dipped them, they'd 
let off their muskets. 

"Then he was telling us that Mrs. 
Metcalfe used to love to entertain 
the cable station boys and he and 
Warwick used to wait until the boys 
were all in dancing and then tie old 
tubes on their horses* tails and let 
them go. They had beautiful horses. 
He said he was one of the larrikins. 

"I'd love to go back to those old 
days - especially if all the old timers 
were still around. There were some 
wonderful people. Q uite a different 
breed altogether. No factions, no 
disagreements, no crime. Every¬ 
one was soft-spoken. We had fun 
too." 

Mary remembered that the old- 
timers never doubted for a minute 
that the island had been given to 
them. "They all had Queen Vic¬ 
toria's photograph hanging in their 
living rooms. They loved Victoria. 
And I tell jroq, we were all pro-Brit¬ 
ish. Empire bay at school used to 
be a big day. And you'd salute the 
Union Jack. " 

"And, we had our own national 
song composed by Elva Yager's 
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Grandfather M recalled Aunt Sue. 

’It was called r Norfolk Island Ode*. 
And there was another - ’Back to 
our Island Home', also composed by 
£Iva*s Grandfather. It ended some¬ 
thing like this - \ .. no heartier 
welcome shall we get, though all 
the earth we roam/” 
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FEEUNG TIRED of hovering over a 
hot stove in this weather? 

Well here is a menu for a tasty, 
cold meal made easier by that mod¬ 
em marvel, the blender. 

CREAM OF CUCUMBER SOUP 
Simmer for 20 minutes 

1 large cucumber, peeled and 
sliced 

4 large leeks with most of the 
green coarsely cut 
i cup water 
1 teaspoon salt 

a couple of dashes of Tobasco 
Sauce 

Empty vegetables with liquid into 
container and add 

3/4 cup mashed potato 
Cover and turn motor on high. Re¬ 
move cover and, with motor on add 

3 sprigs fresh mint (optional) 

1 cup chicken broth 
i cup cream or milk 
Serve chilled with a garnish of fine¬ 
ly chopped cucumber and mint. Ser¬ 
ves 6. 


SALMON MOUSSE 

2^tablespoons gelatin 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
1 small onion sliced 
i cup boiling water 
i cup mayonnaise 
1 lib. can salmon, drained 
{ teaspoon paprika 
1 teaspoon dill weed 
1 cup cream 

Empty gelatin into container. Add 
lemon juice, slice of onion and boil¬ 
ing water. 

Cover and blend on high speed for 
40 seconds. Turn off motor and add 
mayonnaise. Add salmon, paprika 
and dill weed. Cover and tum motor 
on high speed. 

Remove cover and gradually pour in 
cream. Blend for 30 seconds. Turn 
off motor immediately. If blended 
too long cream might curdle. 

Pour into a 4 cup ring mould and 


chill until firm. 

Nice served with a crisp salad and 
garlic bread. 

VANILLA BAVARIAN CREAM 

Into container put ~ 

2 tablespoons plain gelatin 
2 tablespoons water 
1 tablespoon vanilla 
i cup hot milk 

Cover and blend on high speed for 
40 seconds. Add 

1 cup sugar 

2 egg yolks 

Cover and blend on high speed for 
5 seconds. Remove cover and, with 
motor on, add 

1 cup thick cream 
1 heaping cup crushed ice, or 
enough to bring liquid to top 
of container 

Continue to blend for 20 seconds; 
then pour into a 4 cup mould. Ser¬ 
ves 6. 


- BOND 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 


SFRITZIG MEANS "prickly" and 
describes those tiny bubbles in the 
wine which titillate the palate. 

The origin of its inclusion in the 
language of wine would seem to 
be obscure but its appeal is un¬ 
doubted and it certainly put Portu¬ 
guese rose like Mateus on the map. 

Now that Australian makers are 
competing for the greatly enlarged 
white market more wines are com¬ 
ing forward which have been bottled 
early to obtain a clean, crisp acid 
finish and, as a consequence, are 
showing a pleasant degree of sprit - 
zig. 

The recently released Quelltaler * 
1978 Rhine Reisling has this qual¬ 
ity and is also a wine which will 
grow in suture for several years 


to come. It is good value now @ 

$2.45 and should reward those who 
put some aside for drinking into the 
early eighties. 

Once again Kaiser Stuhl have 
chosen Sunburnean for their individ¬ 
ual vineyards Green Ribbon Rhine 
Reisling and again the product has 
good fruit and crisp acid with* this 
time, the addition of a little sprit- 
zig. Also well priced $2.45. 

For a long time I have respected 
the whites from All Saints in North¬ 
ern Victoria but was disappointed 
with their current Traminer Reisling. 
Somehow two good grapes have fail¬ 
ed to marry and the wine lacks dis¬ 
tinction. Nevertheless, 1 will still 
look forward to tasting future releas¬ 
es from this well regarded maker. 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 
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SCREENING LATEST - RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT’S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 


-y?BIG 


HITS 
SCHEDULED 


" ROCKY " 


" THE LAST TYCOON 


"OFF THE EDGE” - a New Zealand film 
Alastalr MacLean's "GOLDEN RENDEZVOUS' 


Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd-hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock 
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THE CHRISTMAS TREE has been 
taken down and the decorations 
have been sucked away in the cup¬ 
board for yet another year. Has 
Christmas really come and gone? 

I was saying last month how there 
didn't seem to be much evidence 
of the Christmas spirit. However 
the week before Christmas die pace 
in the shopping centre was really 
hectic. A few more decorations 
appeared in ih£ shops and Christ¬ 
mas carols cmjld be heard in the 
vicinity of tlW* Post Office. Long 
queues waited patiently at the 
check-out counters in the food- 
shops as die cash registers record¬ 
ed the purchases in the loaded food 
trolleys. All shops were busy as 
people bought last minute presents. 

Then on the Sunday I guess most 
sto\e$ on the Island wiere preparing 
food for the festivities of the next 
day. A friend suggested it was silly 
to spend so much time cooking 
when instead it would be better 
just to uke some cold meat with 
bread and butter and enjoy the day. 

1 agreed at the time but then as I 
got involved in my cooking, 1 
really enjoyed it and it was all so 
worthwhile the next day when 
everyone enjoyed their dinner. 

A typical family Christmas on Nor¬ 
folk? 1 guess it really begins Christ¬ 
mas Eve when Mum and Dad put the 
children to bed after the little ones 
have left a drink for Sanu and carrots 
for the reindeers. It's a bit hard try¬ 
ing to act as if there's nothing to do 
and to calm excited children so 
they'll go to sleep. Then out come 
the parcels and packages, last minute 
wrapping up. That's one part of 
Christmas I really enjoy - placing 
all the presents under the tree, won¬ 
dering what some of them are. Then 
finally, after the kitchen etc. has 
been tidied up, one collapses into 
bed knowing one has only a few hours 
of rest before the patter of little feet 
and excited whispers w^kes one up 
again around about 5 a.m. 

Isn't it tremendous watching the 
children's faces as they open their 
presents. Our little ones had saved 
up their pocket money and bought 
presents for the family so that they 
experienced the pleasure of giving 
this year as well as receiving. In 
about 15 minutes the loungeroom 
looked as though a hurricane had 
gone through. About 7 a. m, after 


all presents have been opened 
parents retire to the kitchen to 
revive themselves with a cup of 
coffee. No need to make any 
breakfast as the children have con¬ 
sumed so many sweets there's no 
room left for a wholesome break¬ 
fast! Round about 8 a.m. many 
- families start organizing themselves 
to go to church whilst others visit 
family, friends and relatives. It's 
a truly happy time, isn't it? 

here on Norfolk many families 
take advantage of the outdoors, 
pack up their Christmas dinner 
and have a glorified picnic. I think 
this is about the fourth year we've 
done so and it's really terrific. 
There's usually a large group of 
family and friends. We work out 
beforehand what each family will 
tak6 in the way of food. The men 
organize some form of tent and the 
food is set out on tables under the 
tarpaulin. The children all have 
a marvellous time playing together. 

1 overheard one little chap asking 
his friend what he got for Christ¬ 
mas and he answered **Oh, not 
much, because Santa had to carry 
our bikes!" After a super lunch, 
the "oldies" usually collapse on 
the ground to recover whilst the 
younger ones go over to the beach. 
It's a lovely relaxing way to spend 
Christmas. There's usually plenty 
of food left over for tea, not that 
anyone feels like eating very much, 
and then everyone packs up and 
takes home their carloads of weary, 
but happy children. 

Boxing Day is another eventful 
day here on Norfolk. It's the day 
of the Annual Beach Carnival or¬ 
ganised by the Rotary Club. The 
morning begins with events for the 
children, races on the sand, swim¬ 
ming races for the adults and child¬ 
ren. I believe Mike Johnson again 
won the men's race. The big event 
of the day at 2 p. m. is the Benson 
& Hedges raft race with prizes of 
$100 to 1st, $35 to the 2nd and $15 
to 3rd. There had been much activ¬ 
ity in various workshops around the 
Island prior to Christmas as differ¬ 
ent groups planned and built their 
rafts. Previously no-one has been 
able to beat Jim Gardner and his 
crew, but this year they were beat¬ 
en by a raft called '^Gardner’s Grief" 
built by Roy Nobbs' gang. It was a 
nifty raft paddled by chaps who had 


obviously practised often together. 
They were closely followed by an¬ 
other scientific design crewed by 
Peter Magfi, Pelley Evans and his 
workers. The third raft to come 
home looked a bit dangerous actual¬ 
ly as it was propelled through the 
water with long oars instead of the 
normal paddle. The scouts had an 
^ ingenious design - a ring of brack- 
' en covered with plastic. Unfortunate¬ 
ly it wasn't completely waterproof 
and it sank! Never mind, .all who 
took part, about 9 or 10 qrews in all, 
looked as though they thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. The weather 
was perfect and it was a terrific day. 

Steve Kyves provided a good deal 
of entertainment on a windsurfboard. 
He was needed to crew one of the 
rafts but he couldn't seem to make 
the wind take his sails in the right 
direction. He eventually had to be 
rescued and towed to where the 
rafts had assembled. 

The New Year^began in a fairly 
quiet way this year. I think many 
people celebrated at barbecues and 
private parties and most of the res¬ 
taurants had special activities planned 
to entertain their guests. 

I almost forgot to tell you that the 
radio staff organized yet another Cab¬ 
aret which was held on Wednesday, 
27th December. The guest artist was 
Graham Shiells from Sydney. Graham 
has been entertaining at various ho¬ 
tels on the Island during the holiday 
period. Debbie and Don Reynolds al¬ 
so sang. A surprise for the evening 
was to hear Lorraine Hayde and 
Helen Svensen singing together. I 
believe they were very well received 
indeed. Congratulation? to VL2NI 
once again for providing another 
great night. 

Another popular night organized 
this time by the Lions Club was 
the Old Time Dance. Many tour¬ 
ists and residents arrived at Rawson 
Hall to enjoy the music provided 
by the "Sneaky" band and to dance 
all the old favourites. The visitors 
to the Island had a marvellous time - 
"Haven't danced like that for years" 
was heard many times. The Lions 
ladies provided a ligjht supper and 
by all accounts everyone is looking 
forward to die next one. 

You will probably have read that 
1979 has been declared the Year of 
the Child by UNICEF and that all 
countries have been asked to give 
special thought and consideration 
to the welfare of children. It's my 
hope that here on Norfolk Island we 
can in sorqe way do our part to 
recognize 1979 as a special year 
for children. 

Best wishes to you all for a happy 
and healthy 1979. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS• WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS V 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Peuol ud oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavatots, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 

Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 

BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTER1NGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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